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More than 20 years. Thousands of children.
Countless families.

It's impossible to adequately quantify the
extraordinary impact Cristin DeRonja has had on
SAFEchild and, in turn, the entire Wake County
community. At the end of December, Cristin officially
retired and left behind o remarkable legacy.

Cristin devoted her career to advancing SAFEchild's
mission after joining the organization in 2004,
Following SAFEchild's adoption of the nationally
recognized Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC) model
in Wake County, she became the center’s first director
and later SAFEchild's executive director in 2015. Her
leadership helped build the foundation of a
- coordinated, child-centered response that continues

. to guide children and families toward safety, hope,
and healing. Now in its 15th year, SAFEchild's CAC has
supported more than 5,400 children, including
thousands of medical exams, therapy referrals, and
on-site forensic interviews.

Cristin also championed SAFEchild's capital campaign
to fund a new home for the agency. She helped
gather supporters to raise over $11 million dollars for a
beautiful 20,000-square-foot building. With the
increased space, children no longer have to sit on
ﬁ' waitlists before getting the help they need. Cristin’s
‘ true labor of love officially opened in October 2023.

- WCrlstm 's undeterred passion and fierce dedication to
SAFEchild's purpose has undoubtedly led to the
protection and healing of thousands of Wake County's
most vulnerable. It's impossible to adequately say
thank you, instead we will strive to carry forward her
incredible legacy. Our best hope is to continue this
important work with the same fervor, enthusiasm and

compassion as Cristin.

NEW YEAR, NEW HOPE FOR FAMILIES

As we navigate a new year, our mission at SAFEchild remains the same: eliminate
child abuse in Wake County by helping adults and children create nurturing
environments free from abuse and neglect. The new year also brings new
challenges. SAFEchild is facing more than $300,000 in government funding cuts,
equaling about 10 percent of our annual budget. At the same time, the need for

our services has not changed.

During 2025, more than 400 children were referred to SAFEchild's Advocacy
Center. Those referrals were the result of reports for sexual or physical abuse,
neglect, and family violence. It is clear our services remain vital to the protection
of children in our community. We continue to be the only organization in Wake
County that offers a full range of child abuse prevention and intervention services
to children and families at no cost. None of this happens without your help.

As we enter 2026, our dedicated staff looks forward to working with our volunteers,

community partners, and the children and families we serve to continue our
important work in this community.

2(025 BY THE NUMBERS

12,153 442 266
FIRST CHILDREN PARENTS &
GRADERS SERVED CAREGIVERS
12,153 first graders 442 children were 266 caregivers learned
participated in Funny  referred to SAFEchild’s to nurture with
Tummy Feelings, Advocacy Center. intention, discipline with
SAFEchild's exclusive, These referrals were compassion, and build

school-based program  related to reports of bonds rooted in trust
teaching first graders sexual or physical through SAFEchild's
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how to recognize & abuse, neglect and Circle of Security
respond to abuse. family violence. Parenting Program.

SAVE THE DATE

Save the date for the 2026 SAFEchild
gala, celebrating 34 years of
SAFEchild’'s impact and 15 years of
SAFEchild’'s Advocacy Center! We are
hosting this year's event at Raleigh
Union Station on April 17th. We hope to

see you there! I

A SWEET SUCCESS

SAFEchild hosted its first Gingerbread
Market during the holiday season! Thank
you to everyone who came out to shop!

Vendors donated 20 percent of their
proceeds. If you would like to donate to
SAFEchild's mission, click below.

STAY TUNED.-0 .-:':"" .’, K
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Don't miss next month's newsletter where we_ ;' -

will introduce you to SAFEchild's new
executive director! We look forward to’
welcoming her to the team. Learn more
about her background and her hopes as v 4.
SAFEchild's next leader.
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