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A SWEET NEW CHAPTER, ROOTED IN STRENGTH

In February, a season that celebrates love and care, we are reminded about
SAFEchild’'s core mission. Our team has always strived to protect and support
children and families through compassionate care. Since our founding, just two
executive directors have guided SAFEchild, Marjorie Menestres and Cristin DeRonja.
Their loving leadership helped shape the organization into the
trusted, child-centered resource it is today.

From the early vision that established SAFEchild's role in Wake County to the
strengthening of the advocacy center model over the past 15 years, each chapter
has built upon the last. Marjorie and Cristin's stewardship, alongside dedicated staff
and community partners, created the framework that allows SAFEchild to continue
evolving to meet the needs of children and families. How sweet it is to embrace this
foundation as we welcome our new leader and write our next chapter.

PLEASE WELCOME, REBEKAH! %v

SAFEchild is excited to introduce
Rebekah Paredes as our new
executive director!

Rebekah joins our team from
Maine where she spent the last
seven yedrs leading New Hope
Midcoast, a domestic violence

resource center. Before that she

spent nearly a decade leading a

nationally accredited children’s
advocacy center in Massachusetts.

Rebekah joins SAFEchild at a time of momentum and brings with her a
commitment to child advocacy and collaborative partnerships. She's stepping
into her new role with respect for the work that has come before her and a
clear vision for the future.

"I am honored to join SAFEchild at a time when the organization's foundation is
so strong. The model of care built here and the commitment to walking
alongside children and families during their most difficult moments is deeply
respected in this community. My focus is on building on this work,
strengthening partnerships, and ensuring SAFEchild continues to be a place
where children find safety, dignity, and hope,” Rebekah said.

We can't wait for you to meet her!
Click the video below to learn more about Rebekah and her background.

LOVE ON OUR LEADERSHIP TEAM


https://vimeo.com/1165026407?fl=tl&fe=ec
https://vimeo.com/1165026407?fl=tl&fe=ec

Nakisha Biglow Anna Jackson
Advocacy Center Director Development Director
Nakisha joined SAFEchild in Anna Jackson joined SAFEchild

September 2025 with over 16 years in 2017 and currently serves as
of experience in child advocacy Interim Development Director.
and multidisciplinary team In this role, she leads
leadership. As the advoacy center fundraising strategy, donor
director, she leads programs that stewardship, corporate
protect children, support families partnership and board
and strengthen partnerships. engagement.

Mary Poole Amirah Saintyl
Finance & Operations Director Program Director
Mary became SAFEchild's Finance Amirah started at SAFEchild in
& Operations director in 2022. She 2024 after over 15 years in
brought with her over 20 years of nonprofit, public and private
experience in operations, sectors. As program director, she
financial and executive oversees SAFEchild programming
leadership. Before joining our that strengthens community
team, she was executive of connections, provides prevention
operations for several Triangle and intervention services and
locations of a national gym. improves outcomes for children.
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH k

During February, we honor Black History Month by uplifting stories by Black
authors that reflect resilience, body safety, and the strength of children.
These same values are at the heart of SAFEchild's mission. Check out the
recommending reading list below:

u i Doctor Says
i S8 shhh! The Baby's Asleep by Jay Nay Brown-Wood
Max and the Tag Along Moon by Floyd Cooper
Blended by Sharon M Draper o~
Drama Free by Nedra Glover Tawwab ::"_"

Secrets and Surprises: A Child Body Safety Story Book by E.A.Onah
The Doctor Says: Let's Talk About Bady Safety by Dr. Pat Morgan
Don't Touch Me There: A Body Safety Book for Children by Jennifer Rambert

SAVE THE DATE G, kGl

SAFEchild's 2026 Gala

Save the date for the 2026 SAFEchild gala,
celebrating 34 years of SAFEchild's impact
and 15 years of SAFEchild's Advocacy
Center! We are hosting this year's event at
Raleigh Union Station on April 17th. We
hope to see you there!

Friday. April 17, 2026
Ralsigh Union Station
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SAFECHILD RUNS ON YOUR LOVE

The care children receive here is possible because this community shows
up. Show your love for local families by supporting SAFEchild’s mission
today. Look at how your donations help!


https://safechildnc.org/about-us//safechild-staff/
https://safechildnc.org/about-us//safechild-staff/
https://safechildnc.org/recommended-reading/
https://safechildnc.org/recommended-reading/
https://safechildnc.org/
https://safechildnc.org/

Provides parent Provides 5 girls Teaches 45 first Pairs a new mom

curriculum for two cared for at the graders how to with a professionally
parentsin advocacy centera  protect themselves trained Baby
SAFEchild's copy of The Care from unwanted Program mentor for

Nurturing program  gnd keeping of You advances six months

STAY TUNED... -

Don't miss next month’s newsletter! In March, we
will celebrate 15 years of SAFEchild’s nationally
accredited children’s advocacy center!

Corporate Partners
Wa keMed ea Mgrrg?tg ﬁ_ﬂfyﬁﬁf&i Group

Gregory Poole AL (9) bandwidth
T

CITY HAVEN
TOWNE BANK i
* ‘ne Eata ACHC
Restaurants!
Jackson Hill & Fish Triangle Consulting Group
Attended Events Career Foundations
Cape Fear Otolaryngology Skidmore Law Group, PLLC
Wyrick Robbins Jordan Price Law Offices
Omega Association Management New Direction Law
Cosmos Granite and Marble PwC
Comerica UCB Biosciences Inc.

SAFEchild | 2841 Kidd Road | Raleigh, NC 27610 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice


https://safechildnc.org/donate/
https://safechildnc.org/donate/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice

