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bticed blue pinwheels spinning across our community this April, they
an important message. The pinwheel is a symbol of child abuse
prevention and a reminder of the safe, happy childhood every child deserves.
Child Abuse Prevention Month is at the heart of SAFEchild’s mission, and it's a
time to reflect on both the progress we've made and the work still ahead.

The reality is child abuse is more prevalent than many people realize.
More than 400 children walked through our advocacy center last year alone.

The statistics are difficult, but important, to understand.

..will experience sexual abuse before their 18th birthday.

Most children are abused by someone they know and trust.
Here's a breakdown of perpetrators:

35% 19% 22% 12%
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These numbers highlight a critical truth: prevention starts with awareness,
education, and open conversations. That's why it's so important to start talking
with children early.

Breaking the silence can help protect them.
Simple, age-appropriate conversations can make a lasting difference.
: Teach children about their bodies and boundaries
' Reinforce that it's okay to say "no”

h Explain the difference between secrets and surprises
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“ Assure them they won't get in trouble for speaking up

” Make time to listen and answer their questions

Only about 38% of child victims disclose abuse during childhood. Many don't
share their experiences until adulthood, if ever. Research shows the average
age of first disclosure is around 10 years old. This is why safe, supportive
environments like SAFEchild are so critical.

Our organization provides children a safe place where they can be heard,
believed, and protected.

As Child Abuse Prevention Month comes to a close, the work does not stop. It
continues in our homes, schools, and communities every day.

YOU CAN BE PART OF THE SOLUTION

Support SAFEchild’s mission to keep children safe and strengthen
families. Your donation helps provide the resources, care, and
advocacy children need to heal and thrive.

Together, we can create a safer future for every child.
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A SEAT AT THE FAMILY TABLE
GALA 2026

SAFEchild's 2026 Galaq, “La Tavola Di Famiglia,” brought the SAFEchild
family together at Raleigh Union Station for an unforgettable evening!

As SAFEchild’s largest fundraiser of the year, the gala plays a vital role in
ensuring all programs and services remain free for families.
Thanks to the incredible support of the community for showing up for
SAFEchild’'s mission to keep every child safe!

CLICK HERE TO WATCH A RECAP OF THE GALA!
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We are already looking forward to next year. Don’'t miss it!

THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS

We are so thankful for our community partners who came together to
support SAFEchild this month! We had a busy April and felt the love.

SAFEchild Advocacy Center Director Nakisha Biglow with
SAFEchild Executive Director Rebekah Paredes and Cary's Police
Chief at a Child Abuse Frevention event at Downtown Cary Park

Paredes and SAFEchild board memibers Russ Lawrence &
WRAL's Ken Smith during an interview on WRAL.

Paredes with NC State’s Derek Whittenburg at.this year's
‘Cuegrass Festival in Raleighs

STAY TUNED... 00°,,

Don’'t miss next month's newsletter! In May, we will
honor Maternal Mental Health Month and share
how SAFEchild is supporting moms through our

free programs.
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A Special Thanks to Our Annual
Corporate Partners

SAFEchild Champions
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SAFEchild Advocates
Skidmore Law Group, PLLC Cosmos Granite & Marble
Jordan Price Law Offices Omega Association Management
Career Foundations UCB Biosciences Inc.
PwC Murphy’s Naturals

SecurePoint Technology Group
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